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An Interpretation of the World within Mr.Seamus Heaney
Koichi YAKUSHIGAWA

Mr Seamus Heaney has once made a lecture at an International Wordsworth
Conference, the title of which lecture was “Place and Displacement”. Though the
lecture was about some of the modern Irish poets, the title seems to be a helpful
key phrase to open the door into the world within Mr Heaney himself.

Using the key words, I am trying to inteprete Mr Heaney's poetical world. He
has published nine books of his own poems. Herein picked up is the first two books,
with the others left to be read in the following papers.

First, we have to know something about the Irish historical background and about
Mr Heaney’'s own biological background.

Next I will pick up his first book of poems, called Death of A Naturalist. Herein
disclosed is his longing to be one with Place, not with the superficial Place but with
the genius loci. The Irish Potato, it may be right to say, is an objective correlative
of the genius loci.

Thirdly, I will proceed to read his second book of poems called, Door into the Dark.
We will find the image of the genius loci changes into water and eel. The change
from potato to eel seems to be very significant. The one is a product of his families
own making, while the other has nothing to do with them. To be one with other
lives is far more difficult task but he has to do it in order to overcome the sense of
Displacement and make close contact with the genius loci.

The water and eel changes itself gradually into the bog and reliques but the sense of
displacement still keeps haunting with him. Mr Heaney's pilgrimage has to continue
in order to regain Place, discarding Displacement.

(to be continued)
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Text: Seamus Heaney:
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Death of A Naturalist (Faber & Faber, London, 1969)

Door into the Dark (Faber & Faber, 1969)

Tvz4=A b—=—2F0 1966-19910 FENNHERAER (B, HHE, 1995)
Prose

Preoccupations, Selected Prose 1968-1978, (F & F, 1980)

The Government of the Tongue, The 1986 T. S. Eliot

Memorial Lectures and Other Critical Writings (F & F, 1988)
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