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The Characteristics of the Play-within-a-Play
Structure in Measure for Measure

Kazuyo Yamaguchi
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Shakespeare experimented throughout his whole career with the
play-within-a-play, sometimes introducing play-within-a-play se-
quences in his tragedies, almost always introducing such sequences
in ‘his comedies. @
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All the world’s a stage,

And all the men and women merely players:
(As You Like 1f, II. vii. 139-140)

C77)



LT N C—D2 DA,
BIad TSR EIT
FTEIR. '

Life’ but a walking shadow, a poor player
That struts and flets his hour upon the stage,

And then is heard no more:
(Macbeth, V. v. 24-26)
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Merely, thou art Death’s fool; (III. i. 11) @
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Thou hast nor youth, nor age,
But as it were an after-dinner’s sleep
Dreaming on both: (III. ii. 32-34)
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I love the people,
But do not like to stage me to their eyes:
Though it do well, I do not relish well
Their loud applause and Aves vehement;
Nor do I think the man of safe discretion
That does affect it. (I. i. 67-72)
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And to behold his sway,
I will, as 'twere a brother of your order,
Visit both prince and people. (I. iii. 43-45)

Hence shall we see

If power change purpose, what our seemers be.
(I. iii. 53-54)
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Him I'll desire
To meet me at the consecrated fount
A league below the city; and from thence,
By cold gradation and well-balance’d form,
We shall proceed with Angelo. (IV, iii. 96-100)
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I am confessor to Angelo, (III. i. 165)
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It was a mad, fantastical trick of him to steal from
the state and usurp the beggary he was never born to.
(ITI. ii. 89-90)
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His subject am I not,
Nor here provincial. My business in this state
Made me a looker-on here in Vienna,
(V. 1. 314-316)
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Lent him our terror, drest him with our love,
(I. i. 19) (italics mine)
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Now, good my lord,
Let there be some more test made of my metal,
Before so noble and so great a figure
Be stamp’d upon it. (I, 1. 47-50)
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I shall desire you, sir, to give me leave

To have free speech with you; and it concerns me
To look into the bottom of my place.

A power I have, but of what strength and nature
I am not yet instructed. (1. 1. 76-80)
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"Tis so with me. Let us withdraw together,
And we may soon our satisfaction have
Touching that point. (1. 1. 81-83)
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English drama of the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries is
filled with characters who play or enjoin others to play the
fool, the man, the lusty knave, and so on. ®
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...all decide at one point or another in the action to change
their names and garments and present themselves to their
victims wearing the mask of perfect honour. ®
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Cucullus non facit monachum: honest in riothing but
in his clothes, and one that hath spoke most
villainous speeches of the Duke. (V. 1. 261-263)
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But man, proud man,
Dress’d in a little brief authority,
- Most ignorant of what he’s most assur’d —

His glassy essence — like an angry ape
Plays such fantastic tricks before high heaven
As makes the angels weep; who, with our spleens,
Would all themselves laugh mortal.

(I1. 1. 118-124)
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Or with an outstretch’d throat I'will tell the world aloud
‘What man thou art. (I1. lv. 152-153)
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Do you persuade yourself that I respect you ?
(IV. i. 83)
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Fellow, why dost thou show me thus to th’world ?
Bear me to prison, where I am committed.
(I. ii. 108-109)
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Friar, not I. I have been drinking hard all
night, and I will have more time to prepare me, or
they shall beat my brains with billets. I will not

consent to die this day, that’s certain.
(IV. iii. 52-5b)
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%Lh&%@ﬁﬁm%ﬁm@%ﬁﬁ%%ﬁoo%mmaiC%L<Ew¢6ﬁﬁ®$%ﬁﬁf
HHWE, BROBEADCEFDERELZE LS ETCErRv. BHEEr VY 1+ v 7/ ABIX
=T VAT 49 JIRBEBANIRDOTH D, TE, XYBNEENEEThHY DD, RCEIE
A TH o Tedk Do A7 4 — ) TR LB A2V y PHREOEH Y 2Bhbe 2 2BOHE

B,

he shall appear to the

envious a scholar, a statesman, and a soldier.
(IIL. ii. 141-142)

AEIBL R ORI E 2
2 LT, BUES,
FLTC%lz, BAREBZL 5.

L, VoY AT XDBHWORABRORZILREZLTEL, <=2V A7 4 v 7 NBICEH D
LD ThBo ¥ =4 7 A TEICIT 285k UCBBEMIFUL, BIThh B0 o T X4 A
Lo TRREND. Lo, TERBRI OREL, A0y 4 v TELGRE L5
FRICBED AN TH %o

AFCOXEL) ZOL ) I THEREIMMOEBAMZ S ABND, &y '~ D a1tk
MY ifE O RNRTH HLEBEDOERHE (“an unlawful bawd” (IV. ii. 143) 23gE&2BITE 5 ]
DFZBT HEEVHEA (“a lawful hangman” (IV. ii. 15-16)) w &7/ 5%, DA RE Y
E~%Eb%éﬁ@%%%@%@ﬁ%@%%b,ﬁﬁvf—k:@%yf~m%§%&%ba
LC, 7772, <A+ ADicE& 2B UBRI > Cwbe ZDX ) ClRAFET L H > v —
RN TEEFAR O BRI Z ORI OB RBRICERFE I N T 5, |
Ry - RO TRRCHT BEREL RET 5 L3hE, ka5 2ot i
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FE7 ¥ Y 2 Thb, BEIBFOARMEL RENTDELVEEZHRSTHL TH D,

O place, O form,
How often dost thou with thy case, thy habit,
Wrench awe from fools, and tie the wiser souls
To thy false seeming ! Blood, thou art blood.
"Let’s write good angels on the devil’s horn —
‘Tis not the devil’s crest. (I1. iv. 12-17)

BB, WAX, BRE,
Toh & UL LIEBEI
BEIOI B CEHEI
BRoOEE ST S+,
B/ E R D ORI
AT LD

Mk, BENIMZ.

BREE D FICRE LIFAT D,
EREOPRATDICT E o\

LB B FREI N, B L 0SB ABRO HCHS T AR ERGT, BACED 5T
BT, FICHE MRS 1o TAIRE WD PEEI/NER, KECLBULIESDOE
B & BB AMEOTREZ RN TWD Z EER L TEIWAES 5o ITABMRE W) &EHxHR
LCWaile, ZEEET, AMEZHELLTLE) L\WI ERCERABRLLS, HicL -
T, ROEF,

Condemn the fault, and not the actor of it?
(IL. ii. 37)

FEEFLT, FELRLIcELFEL
W5 DA

DR BN AR, “actor” /M BFBIXEEMEBWREE - T %, ZDEIX OED g\,
“one who acts, or performs any action, or takes part in any affair; a doer” L
277U —~2xN, TURBMR] OZ0ERAFIH LR > Thb, DFED, 2o “actor” r
WH DL, [—ERATTAE] LW ERThL D, LL, ERD/vT 7 v~ Xigking,

“In later usage nearly always with fig. allusionto @ 7 tFBHXNTE Y, @ ik
“One who personates a character, or acts a part; a stage-player, or dramatic
performer” & XNTWHDTHY, [EE] L) BREBENCE > TWBHEEX BN L
Ho Lk,
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It is to be noted that Shakespeare most frequently uses
the word ‘“act” in the sense of deed or action, and yet rarely,
if ever without giving it some associated theatrical colouring. 12

YA 7ACTIR[ 77 V] 20 HEETE L DERTHES
T EMBH, MEIOTH EEETIEENEASVEE 2T 2IiTw
FWIHHRIIER SRS,

FEMBEERE TS D7 VY « v TR RBERATEOEZE LT DHITTE Ry,
R DI EL VTR ENRICEEIRTIEZT S A TIERL, ¥DET, TV am
DEDICEHSOBEELBRL DD, BHOOAM L ERMOBIZHAEEELLOTLRL,

There is a vice that most I do abhor,

And mest desire should meet the blow of justice;
For which I would not plead, but that I must;
For which I must not plead, but that I am

At war ’'twixt will and will not. (II. ii. 29-33)

Z OMITITFA D BB,
EREOBEEZIT 5 D05 D
EELVWEEHIEERLD T,
T DFEL LIt b E¥A,
72h% Lialriudis D 2 A,
FDFHEL LU b0 TT,
7205 FRT B LERWH0
McE &8N CBDTT,

CEHINTNAHLHE, BORFOSEEFH S EHRL, EWCR D4 0% FRECE
XBHZ LICHERER U A AV RIIC L - C, BHREMCBITD2LAENLOREE, R1LT, B
FElL, BAHWE, BIFBIREERD S Dkon, FHERHFEDSDLDL, BEM FY 149 7
REEFDB LS o 1, WD TRERAFRIILE D A,

Come hither, Isabel.
Your friar is now your prince. As I was then,
Advertising and holy to your business,
Not changing heart with habit, I am still

Attorney’d at your service.
(V. i. 379-383)

b, 4 FXT,
BRTOMALSEBRIODNE2.
bOH, BHIOAGIEESY
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WH?LC X 5 VC—:
R A D> Th, DIIEDLLT,
HICRRIORIN. & Do

Wb B, U, i —E L OIS, B 5\ %, BIREeER 2 (4
Pel UToBD) oMuHETERTHI LE2ROLN, GXABNEENTIE LT, 747
7 4 7 4 DEERBOCHA TE D TILD 52, RBORETHET IR OB, —HE&
FEDL, HHSDOREDMENE b D00 REDHEL B> TWAHZ LOBRLNTH D LE L
bk 5,

FLLRHRL LigEsEcEsNT [~avy P OEAD, ~Navy MNITEHOTRIC
Lo THUPNIESEHEORELFETRITAND Z LIXTEX IV, KBS, BIFER, FER
WL, BFRBEESR, HHRThB. W LHEOUENERTIHE L, BHHHS DBIERIC
LTEHER Th Do & T HEEOM TIIIITEITREEL 2 D, 4845, ELT, AV 7
DD B Y FHEEL L “To be, or not to be” DMEATRIR~ND, WHRFDT A F ¥ 7 4
F oL DO HRTE LD, BHOOEDCE FICTEIT5Z L2AEEIC T 5M—DFK, I
KERBE UL, BIIEREE LA Z LT L - THOAMEEHL LD L X284 %,

A FRZIFEHETHH I D b, KREAOCEETLD, LL, TTL TS, DEIRD
HREBRANLIIEUBEE DD, T & EERDD, RFEORIPER LRI, & 20k
BIp B L AR L UC, WEEXBT M RER IR TR Ui, 2l
R EHN B A, BEEIEECRR ST DT TURHAR L L, BABReX 5%
HBITN, BIRBIREI BB, REOMBEEBRT 2E AL D AR ICh Iz
TEnkDE] L [BRCBTEE] CEWTRTERLDTH S, [HR#ERI kW Tix
TNAAREREC D, BREHOUNHREEL L Th2, BHEEr FYV 1 v 703RIRE TS
BT LN DDIEBIRC L DD TH o T, FAHE 2 DFEITIIC X - TERL BIFFBIRG
DI TORPITER SN, EBIXER#ES N, UL, —EMERE, Z0BIEY o,
BINERDENTS T,
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(5) A. Barton, Shakespeare and the Idea of the Play (London. 1967), p. 63.
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6) loc. cit.
(7) ibid. p. 64.
8) TRR#BRI T 5 EEHNERIE A EHEID L5 Thb, E. M. W. Tillyard.
Shakespeare’s Problem Plagys (U. Toronto P., 1964). pp. 121-123.
9) ZvA .t 7ORDOEEH,
I dare not,
Lest I be taken: not the imperious show
Of the full-fortun’d Caesar ever shall
Be brooch’d with me, (Antony and Cleopatra, IV. xv. 22-25)
W, HERAITAA Y 7 0 p IR R R o O Te T B BYRE - T %,
(10) The courtier’s, soldier’s, scholar’s, eye, tongue, sword;
The expectancy and rose of the fair state,
The glass of fashion and the mould of form,
The observ’d of all observers, (Hamlet, III. i. 160-163)
1) EHEEH LIAB DA,
Yet, since I see you fearful, that neither
my coat, integrity, nor persuaéion can with ease attempt
you, I will go further than I meant, to pluck all
fears out of you. (IV. ii. 187-190)
EEEEL DD L CRENCNHICEE T 50 %ERT
@2 A. Barton, p. 82.
W. J. Lawrence, Speeding up Shakespeare (London, 1937), pp. 4-14.
19 L. Abel, p. 49.
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